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Our Sept 9th Meeting
The Lure of Poetry

Marguerite Costigan 
! September welcomes SLO County Poet Laureate 
Marguerite Costigan, who will be interviewed by our 
own Terry Sanville. Terry writes:
! NightWriters will have a rare opportunity to learn 
something about that other genre – poetry. While most of 
us write prose in one form or another, I suspect many of 
us have scribbled verse and hid it in our sock drawers 
where nobody can find it. For years, growing up on a 
farm in eastern Pennsylvania, Marguerite Costigan also 
scribbled and scribbled. By the time she graduated from 
high school, her work had been published in a national 
anthology.
! But poetry and the art of writing it took a back 
seat to her main roles in life, that of a fine artist, 
commercial illustrator, and naturalist. Then in 2004, 
Marguerite was diagnosed as having Parkinson’s 
disease. While her life as an artist has slowed, her life as 
a poet has accelerated. The Board of Supervisors has 
proclaimed Marguerite as the 2015-16 Poet Laureate for 
San Luis Obispo County. Since being appointed, she has 
presented her work at more than 30 public readings 
throughout the county.
! ! ! ! ! ! see next page

Marguerite Costigan
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! At the September NightWriters meeting, Marguerite will be interviewed by Terry 
Sanville. She will answer some of these burning questions:

*What the heck is a poet laureate anyway?
*What are your duties? Where can people see you read?
*How good a poet are you?
*How do you do that voodoo you do so well (apologies to Mel Brooks)?
*Can you make big bucks writing poetry (just kidding)?
*If I want to read my own scribblings in public, where and when can I do it?

! After the interview, members of the audience are invited to ask Marguerite 
questions about any aspect of poetry. 
San Luis Obispo County poet laureate Marguerite Costigan has led a richly varied life, 
working as a biologist, artist and poet. As a girl, Marguerite Costigan spent her days 
climbing the cliff behind her family’s rural Pennsylvania home, following an old tribal 
running trail through a green, leafy landscape lush with the fragrance of wild flowers and 
the songs of more than a hundred species of birds.
! “Walking through this landscape was a real adventure,” she recalled. “You had to 
cross barbed wire and electric fences, dodge Holstein bulls and farm dogs, cross fields 
without damaging crops, and weave in and out of the hardwood forests that lined all the 
fields and covered the ridges.”
! Yet she’d stay out until her parents sounded the old school bell signaling her to 
return indoors. Now a poet, painter and printmaker based in San Luis Obispo, Costigan 
says her childhood “gave me the sense of time and love and the natural environment that 
still permeates my life and work. I would say 75 percent of my life has been spent outside.”
! As usual, the Round Tables will take place from 5:15 pm to 6:15 pm, with the 
general meeting beginning at 6: 30 pm. September’s presentation is guaranteed to be 
different. Hope everyone can attend.

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
One More Dance With The Muse
! Poor Mr. Hemingway blew his head off. I do not mean this 
lightly and I know he obviously had a few different problems. But he 
felt as if he had danced with his muse for the last time and had no more 
to say. Don’t we all feel that way at times?
! I can play music, or look through my book collection, which my 
dear wife will tell you rivals the Library of Congress, but all for naught. 
If the muse ain’t in the mood to dance, I may as well take a nap. So, I 
close the computer down, put the stack of books back on the correct 

shelves, push my chair away from the desk and reach to turn off the light. Wham! That’s when 
it happens. I look up above the desk and there on the wall is a photo I took forty years ago.
! That is how my current novel started. All of a sudden, the muse had returned and she 
demanded a dance. To make matters even funnier, I had expected to start another short story, 
but that was not to be; and so here I am, months later and with that story at an impasse, but 
alive and well and definitely not short.
! With my wife and my critique group anxious to see the next chapter, I reluctantly put 
the story aside. There might be a dry spell coming up. I may be disappointing one and all. The 
next moment, a picture begins to form in my mind (I am a very visual person). Fragments of 
an idea I had a few months ago coalesce into a more concrete whole. The muse pulls me into 
an escalating dance; the night flashes by and it has become the next day, as the story ends.
! I always hope there will be another dance with the muse, but there is no way to be 
certain. It is the same for me whether writing stories or drawing and painting. I always wait 
for that next visit, although I have no idea how long it may be, what it could be that would 
interest her nor what gift she may bring.
! There are times when my overactive imagination becomes like a runaway locomotive 
that will not stop long enough for note taking or sketching. Instead of fighting against it, I pick 
up my camera and go for a walk, or a drive. Nature always brings the muse, to delight in a 
kaleidoscopic sunset, noonday flashes of sun on the ocean, or a squadron of pelicans gliding 
overhead. The point is not to get so bound up that the gates get locked and you see no path 
forward.
! If you allow your senses to stay open and receptive, there will be more opportunity for 
attracting the muse to come join you, basking in the dance of your enjoyment, thus opening 
new vistas for you to explore. You cannot demand. Rather, you need to entice and invite. 
Engage all your senses. Play music and get lost in a dance; meditate and open yourself to the 
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universe or go for a walk, drinking in the wonders of nature. The muse is always nearby, 
waiting for your invitation to one more dance.

! Excelsior,
! Dennis

Book Launch!
! Tony Piazza announces the launch of his latest Tom Logan mystery, Murder Is Such 
Sweet Revenge.!
! Who says honeymoons aren’t dangerous? This one was murder! Private investigator 
Tom Logan and his girlfriend Rita finally tie the knot, choosing a turn-of-the-century beach 
resort on Coronado Island as their ideal honeymoon escape. Unfortunately what begins as a 
romantic getaway, ends suddenly with murder. A bestselling author is brutally killed on the 
night of a mystery writers’ convention, and Logan is forced to postpone their plans when 
drawn reluctantly into the case. During the course of the investigation, Logan meets an odd 

! “For me, it is such an relief to get an idea! I know there are writers who are 
not going to live long enough to do justice to all of the ideas they have, but to me it’s 
like being struck with lightning—and I feel just as powerless to make it happen—
even, as it were, by hanging about under a tree in thunderstorms.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~(Sir) Tom Stoppard

assortment of suspects that include: a soon-to-be ex-wife 
seeking monetary compensation, a jealous husband whose 
wife may be having an affair with the author, the writer’s male 
secretary who’s subservience to his boss was wearing thin, a 
lady mystery author with an agenda all her own, and a pair of 
publishers whom the writer accuses of plagiarism. A famous 
actor who plays a detective on the screen also makes a surprise 
appearance, as does a hotel ghost who just refuses to check out. 
Matching wits with a vengeful killer is what Logan does best, 
and he does exactly that in Murder is Such Sweet Revenge.
! Tony’s book is available in print and on Kindle from 
Amazon.com. And check out his first Tom Logan title, Anything 
Short of Murder, now available as an audio book.
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Join Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold at the Critique Table as they give feedback on 

pieces brought to the table. Please keep your submission to two pages, typed, 12-point 
font, double spaced. This is a great—and safe—way to see what the critiquing process is 
all about, get valuable feedback from two fantastic writers, and practice reading your 
work to a small audience. Round Tables start at 5:15 pm.

Susan Tuttle's Round Table will explore Conflict/Tension this month. Without 
some kind of suspense, readers have no reason to continue reading. Conflict and tension
—a sense of tightness, of curiosity—is the main element that puts readers on the edge of 
their seats, unable to put the story down. All stories must have some kind of conflict/
tension built into them, or the story will fall flat. Join the Subplot round Table on 
September 9 at 5:15 pm to learn how to infuse your stories with that sense of suspense, 
tension, and curiosity that will drive readers on to the very end of your tale.

See you at the Round Tables on Tuesday, August 11th at 5:15 pm.

NW Member Authors, Come 
Sell Your Books!

	


	
 Sell your books at our general monthly meetings! If you are a member of the SLO 
NightWriters, we encourage you to take part. We will have a table set up for you to display, 
discuss and sell your books.
! Please note—SLO NightWriters holds no liability in this process. All authors 
participating are responsible for their own money exchanges and for the security of their 
own funds and books. Your dues with the SLO NightWriters must be current in order to 
participate.
! We hope that you will welcome this opportunity. For more information about our 
meeting, please visit our web-site.

! We look forward to seeing you!

! Sincerely,

! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President
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“Go Set A Watchman” Book Club

Nine NightWriters gathered on August 18, 2015 at a lovely Victorian home to discuss 
Harper Lee’s much-anticipated newly-released book Go Set a Watchman.  

In Harper Lee’s first book, To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch is portrayed as a loving 
father and forward-thinking lawyer who is willing to defend the indefensible: an African-
American man accused of raping a white woman. 

Since the first book was published in 1960, my generation has had fifty-five years to 
idealize Atticus and consider his name to be synonymous with integrity. That book’s Atticus 
said that courage is when you know you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you 
see it through no matter what. You rarely win, but sometimes you do.

In Lee’s second book, actually written before the first, Atticus’ adult daughter is 
shocked to discover that her father is racist. Do you want Negroes by the carload in our schools 
and churches and theaters? Do you want them in our world? Do you want your children going to a 
school that's been dragged down to accommodate Negro children? 

Scout/Jean Louise must now learn to accept her father as the flawed human being he 
is. So must I. While I was not ready to lose Atticus as an ideal, many other group members 
were, and appreciated seeing his darker sides.  

Other group members were just impressed by Harper Lee’s talent for character 
development and not so much focused on the plot. Others did not appreciate the lack of 
action scenes in the first 150 pages. I kept wondering if convalescent-residing Harper Lee 
was of sound-enough mind to consent to the book’s release.

I did not enjoy reading 
the book. I will concede that it 
is beautifully written and 
beautifully realized, albeit in 
need of an editor. However, I 
loved our book group and 
took to heart everyone’s 
thoughtful comments. I love 
each one of you: through 
shared trauma comes 
friendship.

by Jan Alarcon
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
Terry Sanville’s short stories, “The 90-Mile Run” and “Life With Strings,” will appear in 
upcoming issues of The Lost Coast Review published by Avignon Press out of Newport 
Beach, CA. Terry writes, “These two pieces are chapters in a novel in progress. After 
reading the aforementioned stories, Avignon Press want to see the manuscript once it’s 
completed. Whoda thunk! Now I have to finish the damn thing!”

“Queen of the Indians,” a short story written by Terry Sanville, will appear in the 
September 2015 edition of “Literary Brushstokes,” an online and print journal published in 
New Jersey.

Destry Ramey’s puppy, Feather, not only has a new book coming out 
in November, but she has her own business cards to hand out as a 
promotional item. Feather turns heads wherever she goes, and so she 
thought giving out these cards would be a great way to garner 
interest in her upcoming story, The Brown Paper Bag. Mommy 
Destry is in charge of figuring out how to attach the card carrier to 
Feather’s harness.

Ariel Waterman has a monthly humor column that runs in the Santa 
Maria Sun. Here’s a link to her latest, that ran on August 18:
http://www.santamariasun.com/humor/13543/before-
throwbackthursday-there-was-reminiscing-/

John Lindsay’s syndicated Weather Watch column isn’t his only foray into writing. Lately 
he’s had articles published in the Santa Maria Times and The Lompoc Record (“Measuring 
Seawater and Sound Travel”), SYV News and The Times Press Recorder (“Blue-green Sparks 
Part of Sea Life”), and an article in the Adobe Press. The Monterey County Herald has asked if 
they could run the column also. Way to go, John!

Beryl Reichenberg will be at Studios on the Park in Paso Robles on September 11 with her 
Smiling Frog book, to teach a paper craft and bookmaking class. She will have a table at the 
Book and Author Fair in Pismo Beach on Sunday, September 20. And on Wednesday, 
September 16, she will help EcoBambino children’s shop in downtown SLO celebrate their 
5th anniversary by reading one of her children’s stories, signing books and giving away one 
copy to a lucky winner.
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! Tolosa Press publishes three community newspapers in San Luis Obispo County: The SLO 
City News, The Coast News and The Bay News.  They print and distribute 30,000 copies to more 
than 600 locations in the county. Tolosa editors have offered SLO NightWriters a permanent place in 
the community CC Life section of their paper and online publications.  To read past issues go to 
www.tolosapressnews.com. 

Please Note: 
• To be eligible to submit, your NightWriter dues must be current.
• All submissions must be the original work of the author. You may submit previously 

published or submitted material if it was not published locally.
• Tolosa Press accepts: short stories— fiction and creative non-fiction with the construct of 

fiction. (Typically, story includes intro, development and conclusion with goal and obstacle, 
and/or conflict.  Story has tension.)

• All themes are accepted, but keep in mind that Tolosa Press publications are family-friendly. 
• Tolosa Press is not accepting: poetry, essays, opinion pieces, how-to articles, or excerpts from 

novels that cannot stand alone as a story.

Submission Guidelines:  (Posted on NightWriter website, slonightwriters.org)
• Word limit (strict) 500 - 600.
• Double space; 12-point font, preferably Times New Roman.
• Insert a header, including: title, your last name, word count, and genre.
• Include a two-sentence bio at the bottom of your submission, even if you have submitted 

before.  
• If your submission is selected for publication, you may be asked to supply an author photo. 

(The NightWriter photographer provides this service free of charge.)
• Send your submission as an attached Word document, not in the body of the email.  Send to:  

sharylheber@gmail.com with “Tolosa Submission” in the subject line.   

The Editorial Process:
! The NW Editorial Committee selects the strongest stories submitted.  NightWriters reserves 
the right to edit submissions.  Our NW process is friendly and strives to:  Make each 
story the best it can be, offer helpful feedback to the authors, represent SLO 
NightWriters with quality prose, maximize NightWriter member exposure and 
provide Tolosa Press with material it is proud to showcase. 
! We look forward to your creative submissions.   Sharyl Heber - Tolosa Press 
Submissions Manager

have your story published in local press! 

http://www.tolosapressnews.com
http://www.tolosapressnews.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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How To Get Involved
Dear NightWriters,

! Here are some of the ways you can become involved in 
SLO NightWriters—for just a little time, or more time, 
depending on how much you can spare. Your Board works hard, 
but we can’t do it alone! 

! Social Media: 
! I would love to have a team of social media contributors. 
If you use Facebook and Twitter a lot and come across interesting content that your 
writer peers could benefit from, then you can share it with the NightWriters. Our blog is 
currently being underutilized because I simply don't have enough time to contribute 
more. If you are interested, contact me at chmelik.andrea@gmail.com.

! Newsletter:
! Our editors Susan Tuttle and Elizabeth Roderick would welcome contributors to 
the newsletter. You can provide them with material monthly, or just once in a while. For 
more details please contact Susan at aim2write@yahoo.com, or Elizabeth at 
elizabethroderick@att.net. 

! Website:
! If you are proficient in web design and have ideas (and time) to give our website a 
facelift, we'd love to hear from you! Give our webmaster Janice Konstantinidis a shout at 
jkon50@gmail.com. 

! Publicity:
! While most of our publicity at this time happens via social media, there is a 
number of local newspapers, radio shows and other outlets in which we would like to 
advertise. Often it's nothing more than adding an event to the calendar on their website. 

! As you can see, all of these are simple tasks, yet added together they can become 
overwhelming. The board members are volunteers. We do what we do in our free time. 
We welcome new participants with open arms. 
! Come join us! Our board meetings are held every first Sunday (the upcoming one 

Andrea Chmelik

mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andrea@gmail.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:aim2write@yahoo.com
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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September 6th) from 1-3pm and we meet at the same location as our general monthly 
meetings (United Church of Christ, 11245 Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis Obispo), in the 
building opposite to the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to join us, ask questions, bring new 
ideas and some new energy!
! We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you!

! With thanks,
! Andrea Chmelik
! SLONW Vice President 

Membership Minute
Will return at a future date. Stay tuned for more information.
! If you have questions, please contact me: jkon50@gmail.com  
805-238-3153

Hanje

Hanje Richards

A Writer’s Process
The Rift, by J.T. Stoll

The Story: The worst date in Vero’s life ends with the arrival of an 
injured man from another dimension who hands her a magic axe and 
tries to recruit her and her friends into a war she barely understands. 

Which sounds like the exact opposite of how she wants to spend 
her senior year. Her cash-strapped family just moved to a rich town in 

by: Liz Roderick

California, and acclimating to her new surroundings was already tough enough. 
Unfortunately, two soldiers from the other world know what she looks like and 

want her dead. In the small town of San Luis Obispo, it’s only a matter of time before they 
find her. She might have to fight, whether she wants to or not. 

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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Giveaway
During September, any NightWriter willing to give The Rift a review on Amazon can 

get a free signed copy. Just send J.T. an email (jt@jtstoll.com) with following three parts:
1) Your name and physical address.
2) A statement that you enjoy science fiction/fantasy (otherwise, there’s not 
much point in reading the book).
3) A promise that you’ll review the book on Amazon once you’ve finished it.
That’s it! He’ll send you a signed copy within two weeks.
Also, if you don’t want to wait for that, the eBook is available for free download on 

the major eBook distributors. Head to http://jtstoll.com/books for links.

Q: Could you tell us a bit about how the novel came about? How did you get the 
idea to write it? 

A few years ago, I was living in See Canyon and had an outdoor shower. One night, 
as I was looking up at the stars through the steam, I suddenly thought, Hmm… what if some 
bad guys came through to SLO from a fantasy world and some high school kids had to fight them? 

From there, I spent a couple years thinking through plot ideas and worldbuilding, 
and I started writing the series in 2014.

High school students with magic weapons running around SLO and fighting evil 
bad guys. What’s not to love?

Q: Tell us what research you did in order to complete this book. 
That’s the great part about fantasy: minimal research. I 

did interview some SLO High students to get a better idea of 
what the experience of growing up in this area is like.

I also ended up researching random incidentals, like 
whether you can blow up a gas station by spraying gas 
everywhere from a pump. The answer, by the way, is maybe. 
But you’d at least have to hold down the nozzle of the pump 
to get gas to come out. 

Q: How long did it take you to write The Rift? 
I originally wrote it as a 90,000 word novel, which took 

about 6 months. However, I’ve since split it up and plan to 
release it as 30,000 word novellas. It’s easier to wrap my brain 
around shorter chunks. 

http://jtstoll.com/books
http://jtstoll.com/books
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Q: What’s one improvement you’ve made to your writing process since you started 
this book?

Forsake flawed scenes and start from scratch. 
Have you ever written a mediocre scene and found that no matter how many times 

you edit it, it’s still mediocre? There’s a better way.
After I write a first draft of a scene, I read over it again some time later. If I don’t like 

it, I’ll throw it away—saving maybe a brilliant paragraph or two from the flames—and 
rewrite it from the ground up.

This is hard at first. You feel like you wasted the 2-3 hours it took to write the scene. 
However, the real waste of time is to edit a scene again and again and again and have it 
remain, eternally and forever, mediocre.

You see, when a scene is flawed, generally it’s something structural. A character’s 
decision makes no sense. Or you failed to convey the emotion of the scene. Or it’s the wrong 
POV. You can’t fix those kinds of problems with an editing pass.

An editing pass is like doing tile in your house: you’re fixing issues on the surface. 
But if your foundation has split in two and is drifting down a hillside, no amount of tile will 
fix that. You must take more drastic measures.

Ultimately, writing a scene for the second time is faster and easier than the first time, 
and the bravery to trash and rewrite will give you a better book in the end. That’s one of the 
biggest process changes I’ve gone through in the last couple years.

 Q: What is your editing process? 
Write a rough draft. Goof off for a week. Read the book on my Kindle (so that I can’t 

make changes as I read it). Kill and rewrite flawed scenes. Do a few editing passes through 
the entire book. Send it to my line editor. Send it to my copy editor. Publish.

Q: You are an advocate of self-publishing. Could you tell us your thoughts on the 
process, and share your publishing journey with us? 

I could write a treatise on this, but let me just make one point. If I go to a publisher or 
agent with no following and no published works, they hold all the bargaining chips: they’re 
doing me a favor if they work with me.

But if I self publish, do a good job, and sell 10,000 copies of a book, then later I can go 
to a publisher as a professional author, and the bargaining is much more equal: I’m doing 
them a favor by giving them the rights to my next work.

Plus, you know, I don’t want to wait around forever to see people able to read my 
book.



NW  WORDSMITHS     SEPTEMBER 2015

              Page  13

Q: Are there any marketing tips or wisdom you can give us? 
Become a better writer. Good books don’t sell. Your book must be utterly 

breathtaking to gain a following in the midst of today’s deluge of cheap and free eBooks. 
Don’t focus on marketing. Get a writing coach, get a substantive edit, and read books on 
craft. Despite all the gimmicks out there and all the changes in the publishing industry, 
selling is still first about one thing: books people love.

Q: You put a lot of time and effort into this book. Could you tell us a bit about that, 
and why you’ve decided to pursue a writing career so passionately? Any advice or 
encouragement for those struggling to do the same thing, or considering it? 

I’ve been coming up with stories since I was a little kid. I was born for this. It’s 
beyond a passion; it’s a calling. That’s true of tons of writers, and the best I can say is to give 
your gift the time to bloom into maturity. I’ve run too far ahead and stumbled. I’ve thought 
I was ready for publication before I really was. I’ve gotten depressed at negative feedback. 

At this time, all I can say is to write for the inherent joy of the act. Write for the lives 
your words will impact—even if only your immediate family reads it. Be disciplined and 
write when you feel like watching TV, but never lose the fun involved. 

If you don’t enjoy the journey—even the parts where you write in obscurity—then 
you’ve picked the wrong passion.

Q: Tell us about the sequels to this book. 
The Rift will eventually be a series of 10 novellas. The second one, The Prince, will be 

released in mid-October. They’ll come out at a rate of two per year until I finish or the strain 
drives me insane. The first book has lots of action, and you’re just barely getting to know the 
characters. Now that we know everybody, the emotional spectrum swings wider and goes 
deeper in the sequel.

Q: What else are you working on that you’d like to tell us about? 
I visited Hawaii earlier this year and have started some worldbuilding on a fantasy 

novel series that will take place in a Polynesian setting, and I’ll outline and worldbuild for 
the next few years as I write The Rift series.

The main character is a prophetess from a highly structured society who has lost any 
sense of wonder or hope to the rigidity of her religious system. She goes on a journey to 
“The Sacred Isles,” basically a fantasy version of ancient Hawaii. The fun will be the clash 
from her ordered life with a primitive, tropical Stone Age sort of setting.
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Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

 “You always feel when you look it straight in the eye that you could have put 
more into it, could have let yourself go and dug harder.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Emily Carr

mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
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mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“Accidence”

Definition: (N; L. accidere, to happen) The 
fundamentals of any subject; the branch of 
grammar dealing with inflections of words; a 
book of fundamentals of a subject.

Synonyms: inflectional morphology

Usage: Just to be sure that Emily said it 
wrong, he checked the accidence, then smiled 
when he closed the book.

Quote 
of the Month

! “There is the minority of gifted, 
willful people who are determined to 
live their own lives to the end, and 
writers belong in this class.”
! ! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ~George Orwell
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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!
! All published NightWriters who are attending the Central Coast Writer’s 
Conference have an opportunity to display and sell their books to conference goers. Beryl 
Reichenberg is again organizing the sale table, which will be in the Vendor Area of the 
conference. As in the past, you must be a current NightWriter member, be attending the 
conference and volunteer to work the table for a couple of hours sometime during the 
conference, on either Friday or Saturday.
! All sales will be through Volumes of Pleasure bookstore, who will handle the 
payments for us. Please be aware that they take a 40% commission for this service, so price 
your books accordingly. We must know who will be selling their books at the NightWriter 
table at least a week before the conference starts. We need the titles, author name and cost 
for each title you will bring. Be aware that there is little room for storage, so please limit the 
number of each title to 5 or 6 copies.
! If you are interested in having your books on the NightWriter sales table, please 
contact Beryl by email: beryl@charter.net. There are many changes to the conference this 
year, changes which are drawing a larger number of attendees from out of the area than 
ever before. This is a fantastic way to get your name and work out to an even wider 
audience. Be sure to contact Beryl today!

NightWriter Book Sale Table
Central Coast Writer’s Conference     

NightWriter Robert Wren Rises to the Top!
! New NightWriter Robert Wren entered his first novel, Ophelia, Doll, in a contest 
sponsored by Inkshares and the Nerdist. The top 5 finishers will be winners. Currently, 
Ophelia, Doll is in the #3 spot, out of over 250 books.
! Ophelia, Doll is a character-driven, literary fiction fantasy novel. Robert hopes it will be 
a suitable and enjoyable read for approximately ages 10 to adult. If Robert places in the top 5, 
his book will be published unde the Nerdist imprint and will receive professional editing 
services, cover design, marketing and distribution in brick-and-mortar bookstores.
! Read more about Robert and his book and cast a vote for Ophelia, Doll by pre-ordering 
a copy (which is how votes are cast in this contest) at: www.inkshares.com/projects/ophelia-
doll. You can read read more about the contest and see the leaderboard here: 
www.inkshares.com/contests/the-nerdist-collection-contest. And you can read Robert’s NW 
profile on our website: www.slonightwriters.org/Sys/PublicProfile/29538617/954308. 

mailto:beryl@charter.net
mailto:beryl@charter.net
http://www.inkshares.com/projects/ophelia-doll
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Book Launch
! Volume #5: Conflict/Tension and Subplots, part of the Write It Right: Exercise to 
Unlock the Writer in Everyone series, is now available on Amazon.com in print format. 
It can also be ordered through any bookstore, or purchased at the SLO NightWriter 
meetings.
! This volume contains two more of the 12 skills all writers must master for success. 
Unit #9, Conflict/Tension offers 9 lessons and exercises aimed at helping writers inject 
the necessary tension that keeps readers turning pages. Unit #10, Subplots, presents 9 
lessons and exercises to help writers discover and craft fascinating subplots that add to 
and enhance the main plot of each story.
! The lessons and exercises are designed for all writing 
levels—beginner, intermediate and advanced. All writers will 
gain maximum value from these lessons/exercises. Each lesson 
encourages writers to break through their comfort zone. And 
best of all, the exercises cross all levels. Writers can return to 
them over and over as their skills continue to grow and 
develop. This is not just another book on how to write that will 
live on the bookshelf. Write It Right, Volume #5: Conflict/
Tension, Subplots will be an invaluable resource in your daily 
writing life.

Words To Ponder
! “Words... They're innocent, neutral, precise, standing for this, describing that, 
meaning the other, so if you look after them you can build bridges across 
incomprehension and chaos. But when they get their corners knocked off, they're no 
good any more... I don't think writers are sacred, but words are. They deserve 
respect. If you get the right ones in the right order, you can nudge the world a little 
or make a poem which children will speak for you when you're dead.” 
! ! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! ~(Sir Tom Stoppard, from The Real Thing: A Play)
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Review of August Meeting

The evening began with two round tables at 5:15pm. 
At Round Table One, Mark Arnold and Terry Sanville critiqued 

our two-page writing samples.
Mark Arnold warned us about feeding the reader too much 

information through narration instead of through character exposition. 
Don’t tell us a character has an aching heart, show that the character 
does by having him eat chocolates while weeping over Barry Manilow 
songs. Don’t tell us a character said something heatedly, have the 
character speak so loud the neighbors are disturbed.

Terry Sanville encouraged us to write out blog posts in succinct 
bullets with lots of white space. Effective blog posters write about things 
that matter to them; they drop everything to write when an idea comes to them but don’t post 
until their items are thoroughly edited to assure their content quality is high. 

Mark and Terry really enjoy working together. Mark appreciates how much reflection 
Terry puts into his feedback. Terry is so patient and profound. Terry loves the way Mark jumps 
in and comes up with quick solutions. Mark gives people feedback they can actually use. What a 
great partnership.

Susan Tuttle led Round Table Two. She taught us how to create subplots for our stories 
by mining our characters’ personality quirks and personal lives. Susan’s lesson reminded me 
some of the unique traits of our favorite fictional private eyes: Rex Stout’s Nero Wolfe collects 
orchids; Isaac Asimov’s Wendell Urth is agoraphobic; Paul Tremblay’s Mark Genevich has 
narcolepsy; Tanya Huff’s Vicki Nelson teams up with a vampire to compensate for her night 
blindness; and Tim Waggoner’s Necropolis is a zombie, but not the brainless, flesh-eating kind, 
just the kind that can’t get laid.

Baxter Trautman was our general meeting’s speaker. Baxter writes stories about rough 
places—South Central L.A., war zones in the Middle East—her characters are raw around the 
edges. If you'd rather be moved than distracted, and care for hope in a story more than happily ever 
after, you've found your author. 

Baxter’s latest book is Hold of the Bone, in which LAPD Lieutenant Franco is sober, loved, 
eligible for retirement—and bored absolutely out of her mind.  Franco volunteers to investigate a 
decades-old homicide to “get out of Dodge” and follows the clues north to a small town in 
the Salinas Valley. This is Baxter’s sixth LA Franco mystery.

Baxter’s favorite author is Ernest Hemmingway. She is in awe of his ability to depict 
the horrors of war. I will leave you with some of Hemmingway’s chilling reflections:

By Jan Alarcon
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I know war as few other men now 
living know it, and nothing to me is more 
revolting. I have long advocated its complete 
abolition, as its very destructiveness on both 
friend and foe has rendered it useless as a 
method of settling international disputes.

Never think that war, no matter how 
necessary, nor how justified, is not a crime.

In modern war... you will die like a 
dog for no good reason.

Until next month,
Jan Alarcon
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Great Beginnings Needs You!
NW Wordsmiths is still looking for a writer—or group of writers—who would like to 
submit a monthly column for our Great Beginnings department. This is information for 
writers just starting out, as well as a refresher for those of us who have been around for a 
while. This is a great way to get publishing credits (the newsletter has a circulation of about 
250 each month) while honing your writing skills. We’re looking for around 400-500 words 
on technique, writing skills, publishing, marketing, social media—any subject on writing for 
those starting out. See Great Beginnings in each newsletter to get an idea of what’s being done. 
Then email your submissions to: aim2write@yahoo.com with NW Newsletter in the subject line. 
You know you want to do this... so email me today!

10 Ways to Promote Your Book
1. Author Website: Get a professional looking site where readers and media can see the latest 

news, see hi-res photos, your biography, links to social media profiles, press quotes and 
positive reviews.

2. Book Launch: Schedule an event where you can sell, sign, read, answer Q&A. Pump up the 
excitement.

3. Email Newsletter: Whether weekly, monthly or quarterly, it helps you interact with your fans. 
Entice website visitors to leave their contact info by offering book discounts, freebies, etc. Have 
an email signup sheet at all your events.

4. Social Media: Use Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest, LinkedIn, etc. Check them all out, find the 3 
that you enjoy and spend about 20 minutes a day on each. An hour of social networking a day 
should provide big results.

5. Contests: Hold a social media contest or giveaway with a few copies of your book. People love 
prizes and love to share tweets and Facebook posts about contests.

6. Write Blog Articles: Contribute and write articles for blogs relevant to your work. This drives 
traffic to your site, improves search engine searchability and gets your name out there.

7. Google Alerts: Sign up for them, they notify you if someone writes about you or your book, 
brand, etc. Then contact those who do to thank them for mentioning your work. Networking!

8. Radio Interview: Countless internet, community and college radio stations are looking for 
interviewees. Get on the air, it’s great exposure.

9. Book Clubs: Write up discussion questions for club meetings. If you can’t be there in person, 
offer to Skype in.

10. Bookstores: Visit all stores within an hour’s drive, talk to the person in charge of inventory, 
ask if they’ll take a few copies on consignment.
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Limerick Corner
We had one submission of a limerick. Judith Bernstein remembers singing this at 

Camp Kear Sarge in Elkins, New Hamshire when she was 10 years old:

There once was a monk from Siberia (pronounced Siberier)
Whose sex life got wearier and wearier,
So he did to a nun
What he shouldn’t have done,
And now she’s a Mother Superior.

Now, that’s a camp song! Did those 10-year-olds know of what they sang?

Getting to Know NightWriter Members

Spotlight On...
Will Return Next Month

If you’d like to be spotlighted, contact Mike at:
drjakespa@sbcglobal,net by: Mike Price

9 Things Every Book Proposal Needs
! Chris Robley, from the BookBaby Blog, writes that every proposal needs:
1. A Catchy Title (and subtitle, if needed): The publisher will probably change it later, but you 

want to give a sense from the start that this book is a finished product.
2. An Irresistible Book Description: Make the description shine from the first sentence. 

Convey what is unique and universal about your book. There are so many others in the 
pile, make yours stand out.

3. Pertinent Info About You: Your background, field of expertise, notable accomplishments 
(literary and otherwise) will show agents you were born to write this book.

4. Details About Your Manuscript: Paint a mental picture of the finished book. Include word 
count, genre categories, where you are in the writing process (sorry fiction writers, we still 
need to have the book finished before querying).
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5. Clear Acknowledgment of Target Audience: Let them know who will buy your book and 
why—that’s what publishers want to know. If you show your book meets an existing need 
of a specific demographic, you’ve increased your chances for a deal.

6. A Competitive Analysis: Note what sets your book apart from similar books already 
available. Providing specifics demonstrates yours will capture the audience.

7. Your Marketing and PR Plan: Your existing readership, your platform, social media and 
other online outlets, media contacts, readings, book tours, etc..

8. A Table of Contents (nonfiction only): An outline with one paragraph descriptions of each 
chapter so the agent can conceptualize the book.

9. An Excerpt From the Book (again, nonfiction only): As the saying goes, the proof is in the 
pudding. Give them a taste of your actual book, a sample chapter or something longer.

! One last note: Don’t swamp agents’ inboxes with the entire proposal. Start with a brief 
query letter first, inviting them to check out/request the full proposal. Remember, agent 
preferences vary, so do your homework and tailor your proposal to instructions on the agent’s 
website.

7 Steps to Better Writing
! Some advice from Lisa Lepki on the BookBaby Blog. She writes that the beauty of 
writing is not just in the creative process, but also in the workmanship and joinery that lie 
beneath its surface. In other words, in the writer’s skill that readers never see. Her article 
focused on using a computer editing tool to help you refine your work before submitting it to 
a human editor, but if you don’t have one, or don’t want to spend the money on one, you can 
do a lot of the same work yourself by following these seven points:
1. Get rid of glue words and overly sticky sentences: Sticky sentences get glued down by 

glue words (the 200 most common English words: is, the, as, that, etc.). They form empty 
spaces that readers have to pass through to get to the meaning. Almost all writing can 
benefit from a reduction of glue words to improve clarity.

! Original: Kate was able to use the information she had in her files and spoke to a 
! ! number of people about the problem and was able to resolve it. (glue words: 
! ! 58%, sentence length: 28 words)
! Redraft: Kate resolved the problem using her contacts and the available information. 
! ! (glue words: 36%, sentence length: 11 words — 17 words eliminated)
2. Strengthen vague or abstract words: It’s those blue underlines in your word processing 

program. Hover your cursor over it and suggested words that are stronger or more 
concrete will appear. Using an occasional vague or abstract word is fine, but it your 
manuscript is peppered with them, your writing becomes less readable. 
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3.  Adverbs: Need we say more? Stephen King wrote, “The road to hell is paved with 
adverbs.” Yes, an occasional adverb may be useful, sometimes even necessary, but most 
often they are used to prop up a weak verb when a strong verb will do the job better. 
Strong verbs also create a more nuanced image for readers: “meanders” instead of “walks 
slowly”; “raced” instead of “drove quickly.”

4. Vary your sentence length: Variety in sentence length increases tension and reader 
attraction. Some should be long and flowing, others short and punchy. Sentence length 
needs to ebb and flow like the tide.

5. De-tag your dialogue: Dialogue tags drag your writing down. Yes, we need to know who 
is speaking, but there are better ways that constantly saying, “he said, she said.” Inserting 
a bit of action to let readers know who is speaking is one way. And never use adverbs 
with dialogue tag verbs. The character’s actions and the dialogue itself should carry the 
emotion. (ed note: Be careful not to bury dialogue by putting it after the action. When 
readers easily see quote marks, they’re more likely to keep reading.)

! Original: “I’m not going,” John yelled angrily.
! Redraft:  “I’m not going and that’s final.” John thumped his fist on the table.
6. Eliminate passive voice: It’s not incorrect to write in passive voice, but it can be 

awkward and annoying to read. Passive voice distances readers from the emotion of the 
scene. Sentences written in the active voice are more clear and engaging.

7. Cut redundant expressions: Every word should be there for a purpose. Redundant 
expressions make writing longer, not better. Here are some examples:
! She peered through the hollow tube.
! He stepped out on the frozen ice.
! She followed her natural instinct.
! He stood back up.
! Her writing was peppered with overused cliches.

! In all five cases, the second to last word is superfluous. Eliminating the unnecessary 
words tightens your work and increases that sense of tension so necessary to keeping 
reader interest to the end.
! A good editing tool won’t change your voice or tell you what to do. Its job is to flag 
potential technical issues for you to assess and decide it you have said it the best way. Being 
aware of the way an editing tool works will help you discover those same technical issues. 
Then when you send your manuscript off for editing, your editor can focus on content and 
style rather than readability.
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In the “Write It Right” Writing Group we often do timed “free” writes: 5 or 10 
minutes starting with an opening line drawn at random from the dreaded “box.” Here’s 
what I wrote in 10 minutes after drawing this: Twenty-seven paper clips.

27 Paper Clips
                                                                                                      by: Susan Tuttle

Twenty-seven paperclips lined the window ledge beside her, marched in military 
precision from left to right. Sandy stared at them, wondering who had put them there. How 
did they get them so straight, in such perfect alignment? How long had it taken? She 
couldn’t imagine even trying to duplicate such a feat, she who couldn’t draw a straight line 
to save her life.

And why was she even thinking about this? She wasn’t here to monitor paperclip 
assembly lines, she was here to fill in paperwork, papers that clips like these would hold 
together until they were completed, rubber stamped and filed in a deep dungeon 
somewhere with others like them. She was here to put her husband in jail.

She glanced around the, well, she supposed it was called a squad room, though it 
didn’t look like the ones she saw on television. This room was cheerful in its own way; two 
rows of desks, half of which were occupied by men and women in what appeared to her to 
be casual dress. Not a uniform among them, nor an undercover officer masquerading as a 
disreputable bum with shaggy hair and filthy clothes. No perps being paraded through on 
the way to what she’d heard was called “the tombs,” with hands cuffed behind them and 
four-letter invectives spilling from their lips. No, here there was the delicious scent of a 
recently-brewed exotic coffee, subtle mood music emanating from somewhere above, and 
muted polite voices murmuring into telephones.

Not at all what she’d expected. Not the normalcy of it all, nor the paperclip parade 
on the windowsill beside her. She clasped her hands then grimaced at the pain that shot into 
her wrists. She’d forgotten Macy had sprained both of them when he’d yanked her through 
the restaurant. She’d forgotten the black eyes and bruised ribs and cracked teeth and cut 
lips she’d endured for years, until this time, this last time when it all flooded back, every 
smack, every taunt, every pinch and poke and yank. And she’d said, “No more.” To herself. 
Then to him. And then to the cops who’d pulled him off her.

Sandy sighed again and wished she didn’t have to do this, that she could just go 
home to a home that was what it should be, not what it was. But that wouldn’t happen. 
Macy was in jail, she was signing papers, and maybe when she was done, she’d have peace. 
She’d have freedom. She’d have time to line up paperclips. Just in case, and just to pretend 
she was anywhere but here, she leaned closer and went on studying the twenty-seven 
paperclip parade.
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

10 Tips for Writing         
! Here’s some good advice from Writer’s Digest’s Chuck Sambuchino:
1. Don’t Write Linearly: A story is meant to be read from front to back, but not necessarily 

written that way. Write what comes to you, say chapter six, and work your way back to the 
beginning and forward to the end. Or write individual scenes, then weave them together at a 
later date. This often forces you to look at the story from different angles and other 
approaches.

2. Have Two Or More Projects Going: One of the best cures for writer’s block is to have other 
projects to work on when you get stuck on the current one. That allows your subconscious 
time to work out the knots while you’re working on that short story or article.

3. Be Your Own Editor: When you’re having a tough time writing, switch to being an editor. 
You can polish and refine instead of having to create from whole cloth.

4. Ask For (And Take Lots Of) Punishment: Find a professional writer or editor (or a good 
critique group) to look at your work. Ask for highly critical feedback—no sugarcoating. 
There is a lot of criticism and rejection in this industry; the sooner you get used to it, the 
easier it will be to use what is helpful and ignore the rest. Plus, understanding and accepting 
your own shortcomings in writing is the first step toward getting better.

5. Disconnect: Social media can take up huge scads of precious writing time. It’s easy to spend 
hours on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, email, just the internet in general. Yes, we 
need to be tuned in, we need to build a platform. But if we use all our time for that and never 
write, why bother? Analyze the time you spend online and make sure you’re not overdoing 
it—or using it as a vehicle for procrastination and distraction instead of writing.

6. Learn What Good Writing Is: Art is subjective, but there are skills that are necessary to rise 
to the top. Never stop learning. Duke Ellington said, “There are two kinds of music. Good 
music and the other kind.” Applies to writing, too.

7. Have Your Own Workspace: It might be trendy to write on your laptop in the coffee shop, 
but nothing beats having your own private workspace where you can shut out the world and 
work.

8. Dedicate To The Craft: Serious writing takes daily commitment. You only get out of it what 
you put into it. Make the time to write and make lots of it.

9. Time Management: Make a writing schedule and stick to it. Consider it sacred. Other people 
don’t recognize your writing as important. They consider it flexible time. If you consider it 
like a daily job, it will help them to do so, also.

10. Remember The Three “Ps”: Above all else, remember: Patience, Perseverance and your 
sense of Purpose. You can do this. Believe in yourself and keep working.
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President:  Andrea Chmelik
Secretary: Sharyl Heber
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Tia Araminta
Publicity Director: Andrea Chmelik
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: Rebecca Heath
Social Media Coordinator: Andrea Chmelik
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Sharyl Heber
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber
Hospitality: Leanne Philips (coordinator), Baxter 
Trautman, Mike Price, Rebecca Heath, Brian 
Schwartz

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org  and pay with credit card.

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: September 9th, at United Church of 
Christ on Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis Obispo. General 
meeting begins at 6:30 pm. Round Table presentations start 
at 5:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact our webmaster and the 
newsletter editor at slonightwriter@yahoo.com to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW 
Newsletter and on the NW Web site. 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do our best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:!! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to 
publish, we’ll help you with ideas to improve 
your writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 

Page 29

Critique Groups With Openings

mailto:slonightwriter@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriter@yahoo.com
http://www.slonightwriter.org
http://www.slonightwriter.org
mailto:slonightwriter@yahoo.com
mailto:slonightwriter@yahoo.com
mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com
mailto:coinerbop@gmail.com


CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

THE THURSDAY GROUP 

This group meets at 9:00 am every other  
Thursday at The Coffee Bean in Pismo Beach. 
Anyone interested in joining them can email the 
moderator for full details.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. 
Moderator:! ! Mark Ruszczyzky

! ! ! zsur@aol.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP II 
(Wed. p.m. Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 
while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contact:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WRITE IT RIGHT WRITING GROUP I 
(Wed. a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in 5 Cities 
area from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. See 
description under Write It Right Group II. There 
is a small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

North County Storytellers
This group focuses primarily on novel length 
works, though we often mix it up with flash 
fiction and short stories. Members may agree to 
read larger chunks of material at a time to allow 
for developmental critique. Items must be 
electronically dsitributed at least one week prior 
to the meeting. Beginning in the Fall, the group 
will meet the first Tuesday of each month from 
7-9 pm in Atascadero, and the third Tuesday of 
each month from noon to 2 pm in Templeton. 
Summer schedule varies. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO 2 NEW MEMBERS.

Contact:!           Tina Clark
! !           theclarkfour@sbcglobal.net 

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Anne Allen share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! !        Anne Allen, 528-1006

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets every other Thursday from 10:00 
am-12:00 noon at the Atascadero Library, 
preceded by “a bit of socializing, for those so 
inclined” at the Starbucks by Vons. Fiction, 
creative non-fiction, short and book length 
writers of moderate to advanced level comprise 
the group. CURRENTLY FULL —NOT OPEN 
TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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